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ment in a country where It Is believed to be able to do practically what it wills.                                          j
The economic changes which, have taken place in India of late years have most seriously affected what in Bengal are called the bhadralog or respectable classes,, people of comparatively small means and fixed incomes. Among them are middlemen amongst the land-owning classes, who receive a fixed proportion of the revenue of the land, which they hold under the larger Zamindars, who have managed to keep for themselves any increased emoluments which result from the rise in rents. Among them are also to be found many of the official and professional classes, whose incomes have been fixed years ago when prices were much lower, and are not easily raised to meet the sudden rise in prices.
I know at least one district where, when I first went to India, one could get as much as one hundred and fifty seers (three hundred pounds) of grain for the rupee (two shillings), where a man would now consider himself very lucky if he got fifteen. When it is realised how simple is the life of the Indian, and how large a proportion of his expenditure is on the necessaries of life, it will be seen how very serious may be the effect of such a rise of prices upon many classes of the community. The change has been produced by the enormous improvements in communication which have now brought Districts at that time practically inaccessible into close touch with the markets of the world. There can be no doubt of the great advantage of this change to India generally; and I am able to testify strongly, from my knowledge of the people, that the standard of comfort has been greatly raised throughout the country ? and that the condition of the people generally has vastly improved. There are, however, classes which have been very severely hit; and they are classes of some consideration and influence,
A very intelligent Bengali friend of mine was talking to me about the discontent which prevailed among many classes, and which produced a distinct tendency to criticise the Govern-